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To the Worſhipful 
Mr.FOHN SNOW, 


Bailiff of STOCKBRIDGE. 


SIX, 


Ccording to my Promiſe when I took 
A my Leave of you, I ſend you all the 
Pamphlets and Papers which have been 
printed ſince the Diſſolution of the laſt Parlia- 
ment; among theſe you will find your Humble 
Servant no fal Man, but ſpoken of more than 
once in Print: You will find I take up whole 
Pages in the Examiner, and that there is a little 
Pamphlet written wholly upon me, and directed 
to me. As you are the Magiſtrate of the Town 
wherein, of all Places in the World, it concerns 
me moſt to appear a different Man, from the Per- 
ſon whom theſe Writers repreſent me; I addreſs 
my Vindication to you, and at the ſame time to 
the whole Borough. In the firſt place I muſt re- 
commend to your Peruſal a printed Paper, which. 
was publiſh*d in French on one fide, and Engliſb on 
the other, and given Gratis in the open Streets: 
A Country Gentleman of my Acquaintance, who 
was going into ales the next Day, receiv'd one 
of them from a Boy diſtributing them in Cheap ide 
and made me a Preſent of it. I will trouble you 
only with the Eugliſb. 
A 2 A moſt 
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A moſt Humble Addreſs, or Memorial, preſented to 
Her Majeſty the Queen of Great Britain, by the 

Deputy of the Magiſtrates of Dunkirk to Her 
Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe your moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
HE Sieur Tugghe, Deputy of the Magi- 
T ſtrates of Dunkirk to your Majeſty, to 
implore your Clemency in relation to the in- 
tended Demolition of the Fortifications and 
Port of the ſaid Town, had entertain'd Hopes 
that, by the moſt humble Repreſentations he 
had preſum'd to make, touching the extreme 
Miſery to which the ſaid Demolition will re- 
duce Eighteen Thouſand Families that make 
up that City, your Majeſty's Mercy might have 
been moved, and that according to his moſt re- 
ſpectful Requeſt, he might have obtain'd the 
Preſervation at leaſt of the Mole or Dikes of 
that Port. But he was as it were Thunder- 
ſtruck by the Denunciation which my Lord 
Viſcount Bolingbroke made to him, that your 
Majeſty did not think fit to make any Alteration 
in the dreadful Sentence you have pronounc'd 
againſt that Town, and that *tis your Majeſty's 
Pleaſure that Sentence ſhould be executed in 
its full Extent. Tho' ſtunn'd by this Blow, 
the Sieur Tugghe yet preſumes to approach 
once more your Majeſty's awful Throne, be- 
ing thereto encouraged by the Benefit your 
Majeſty's Clemency pours down on all the Na- 
tions of the Earth; and, with trembling, to 
* repreſent to your Majeſty, that he does not 
| demand that the Works that may ſerve either for 
* the Attack or Defence of Dunkirk be preſerved, 
© Elinor 
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© either. on the Landſide, or towards the Sea, 
The unfortunate Inhabitants of Dunkirk are no 
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© longer concern'd for thoſe magnificent Works, 


that ſtrike Terror on all the Beholders. The 
Magiſtrates only beg the Preſervation of the 
Mole and Dikes that form and keep up the Har- 
bour, thereby to preſerve to their people only 
ir neceſſary Subſiſtence, by enabling them 
to carry on their Herring Fiſhing, and ſome 
other ſmall Trade along the Coaſt, 
© Your Majeſty endued with native Clemen 
and chriſtian Charity, of which all Nations feel 
the benign Influence, deſires not to return 
evil for evil; nor does your Majeſty admit it 
in your Reſolutions any farther than it is indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary according to political Views, 
and agreeable to the Welfare of your own Sub- 
jects. The Sieur Tugghe will preſume to ob- 
ſerve to your Majeſty, that the Preſervation of 
the Harbour of Dunkirk, in the naked Con- 
dition it has been repreſented, will neither be 
inconſiſtent either with the political Views of 
Great Britain, or the Welfare and Good of 
the Britiſt Subjects, but rather beneficial to 
both. | | 
© Dunkirk has had the Misfortune to become 
the Object of Great Britain's Indignation, either 
by the Sea Armaments the King made there, and 
which during the late Wars may have diſturb'd 
the Tranquility of your Majeſty's Kingdoms, 
and retarded the Execution of your Majefty's 
Projects, or by the Privateering of it's Inhabi- 
tants, which has often annoyed and moleſted the 
Trade of your Majeſty's Subjects. But in the 
Condition to which your Peritioner begs it's 
Harbour to be reduced, that is, diveſted of all 
5 | 143 it's 
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it's Works and Fortifications, and it's Mole 
and Dikes only preſerv'd, it will never be able, 
whatever War (which God avert) may happen 
for the future, either to form any Obſtacle 
to your Majeſty's Projects, or to diſturb the 
Trade of your Majeſty's Subjects, ſince in 
ſuch a Condition it will be an open Town, 
both on the Land and Sea-ſide, abandoned to 
the firſt Invader, defenceleſs for whom ſoever 
ſhall poſſeſs it, and which any Enemy may. en- 
ter by Sea and by Land, in order to burn both 
the Ships that might be fitting out there, and 
even the Town and Harbour. Thus in ſuch 
a Condition Dunkirk neither will nor even can 
be oppoſite either to your Majeſty's political 
Views, or to the Welfare of your Majeſty's 
Subjects. 

The Preſervation of the Harbour of Dun- 
kirk without Works and Fortifications, may 
in fine be equally uſeful, and become even 
abſolutely neceſſary, both for your Majeſty's 
political Views, and the Good of your Sub- 


Four Majeſty's political Views, chiefly in 
times of Peace, center all in the Increaſe of 
the Commerce of your Majeſty's Subjects, and 
at the ſame time the Welfare and Intereſt of 
your Subjects lie in the Improvement of their 
Trade. Therefore by proving that the Pre- 
ſervation of the Harbour of Dunkirk will be not 
only advantageous, but alſo neceſſary, for the 
Commerce of the Subjects of Great Britain, your 
Petitioner hopes he ſhal] prove all that is con - 
tained in his cond Propoſition, 


© Firſt, Dunkirk is become the Object of the 


Jealouſy of the Dutch, and the Dutch have 
Bo en e - 6 qthed 
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wiſhed for it's Deſtruction upon no other View, 
but to aſſume to themſelves alone all the Com- 
merce of the Auſtrian Low- Countries, and of 


all Germany; being apprehenſive that other Na- 
tions might ſhare thoſe two Branches of Trade 


with them, in caſe: the Harbour of that Town 


were preſerved, becauſe it is the only Har- 
bour on the Coaſt from Oſtend Weſtward by 
which Commodities from foreign Countries may 
be brought into thoſe Provinces, which they 
deſign to ſurround, as it were with a Wall 
of Braſs, in order to ſecure to themſelves all 


the Trade thereof by the Scheld, the Lys, 


and the Rhine. And as it highly concerns 
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Great Britain not to be excluded from thoſe 
two Branches of Trade, ſo it very much con- 
cerns Great Britain to preſerve the Harbour 
of Dunkirk, by which means alone Great Bri- 
tam can maintain it's Commerce in the ſaid 
Provinces. 
« Secondly, Suppoſing that your Majeſty's Sub- 
jects might, in ſpite of the Deſigns of the Dutch, 
carry. on their Trade in the Auſtrian Nether- 
lands, by the Harbours of Oftend' and Newport, 
yet they will not be able to hold it long in 
Competition with the Hollanders, both by reaſon 
of the Conveniency and leſs Expence, which the 
latter will find in carrying on their Commerce 
by the Scheld and the Lys, and the round about 
way the other will be obliged to go. Where- 
as by preſerving the Harbour of Duzkirk, the 
Engliſh would have that way Conveniencies al- 
moſt equal ro thoſe the Dutch have; eſpeci- 
ally if your Majeſty wonld, as you eaſily may, 
obtain from the King a free Paſſage, Cuſtom- 
Free for all Commodities from England, from 
A 4 Dun- 
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The Importance of 
Dunkirk to the Auſtrian Low-Countries, by the 


©. way of Liſle and Douay. 


« Thirdly, If according to your Majeſty's Re- 
ſolution the Harbour of Dunkirk be filled up, 
your Majeſty's Subjects will thereby be exclud- 
ed not only from the Trade of the Auſtrian Ne- 
therlands, but alſo from that of French, Flanders, 
Hainault, Artois, and part of Picardy, becauſe 
they will have no other Harbour on all that 
Coait, to import their Commodities into thoſe 
fourProvinces, that of Calais being unſerviceable 
to that Commerce. | 
« Fourthly, If the Demolition of the Harbour of 
Dunkirk ſhould not diſcourage your Majeſty's 
Subjects from the Trade of French, Flanders, 
Hainault, Artois, and part of Picardy, and they 
ſhould endeavour to ſupply it by the Harbours 
of Oftend and Newport ; they will however un- 
dergo infinite Inconveniences to carry on that 
Trade, and thereby render their Commodities 
unmarketable, by reaſon of the Expence of 
Carriage that will be treble, and by the treble 
Cuſtoms and Duties they muſt pay, viz. to the 
Houſe of Auſtria upon their entrance into thoſe 
Harbours, to the Dutch in their paſſage to Fur- 
nes, Ipres, Menin, and other Towns in their 
Poſſeſſion, and to the King at their entrance 
into his Dominions: Whereas by entring thoſe 
four Provinces by the way of Dunkirk the Ex- 
pence for Carriage will be ſmall, by reaſon of 
the Conveniency of Canals, and they ſhall on- 
2 pay the ſingle Duty of Importation to the 
ing. 
* Fifibly, By the Treaty of Commerce con- 
cluded between your Majeſty, and his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty, the Tariff of 1671 has been 
* preſerved 


DUNKIRK Conſider d. 9 


©* preſerved in the conquered Countries. This 
« Tariff is far more favourable than that of 
© 1664, which is to be obſerved in all the other 
* Harbouts on the Weſtern Coaſt of France, 
and conſequently the Commerce of your Ma- 
I jeſty's Subjects is very much concerned in the 
© Preſervation of the Harbour of Dunkirk, ſince 
© that Harbour will make enjoy the Benefit 
© of that Tariff for all the Commodities the 
© ſhall import there for the Conſumption of the 
< Provinces of Flanders, Artois, and Hainault ; 
© whereas if the ſame Merchandizes be im- 
© ported by other Harbours, they muſt pay 
* the Duties according to the Tariff of 
1664. | 
« Sixthly, To confirm to your Majeſty how 
* advantageous the Harbour of Dunkirk is to 
© the Trade of your Majeſty's Subjects, the 
Sieur Tugghe has the Honour to preſent to 
your Majeſty a Liſt of Two hundred and Eigh- 
teen Engliſþ Ships, which from the 255 of 
Auguſt 1712. to the th of May, 1713. have 
come into that Harbour, and unloaded 
their Cargoes there to the Value of above 
Two Millions of French Livres; praying at 
© the ſame time your Majeſty to obſerve firſt, 
That France being, during thoſe Nine Months, 
< in War with Holland, theſe Commodities could 
© not be carried into the Auſtrian Provinces poſ- 
ſeſsd by the Dutch, and muſt have been vented 
and conſumed only in the French Provinces of 
Flanders, Hainault, and Artois, and that in Time 
of Peace the ſaid Conſumption and conſe- 
quently the Trade of England there, will very 
much encreaſe. Secondly, That as the Dun- 
kirkers could not furniſh in Return or Ex- 
change 
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change for rhe Commodities imported there, du- 
ring thoſe Nine Months either any Manufac- 
tures or Commodities of their own Growth, 
becauſe they have none, they were obliged to 
pay the whole Value of the ſame in Money, 
and muſt ever pay for them in ſame manner, 


which is a moſt conſiderable Advantage in all 


ſorts of Traffick. | 

« Seventhly, As it is not impoſſible that in 
proceſs of time, there may happen ſome Rupture 
between Great Britain and Holland, ſo Great 
Britain in ſuch a Conjuncture, which God avert, 


will find it ſelf entirely deprived of the Trade 


to French Flanders, Hainault, Artois, and Part 
of Picardy, ſince at ſuch a time it will not be in 
the Power of your Majeſty's Subjects to carry on 
the ſaid Trade by the Harbours. Oſtend or News 
port, not even under all the Inconveniencies 
and Expences to which thoſe two Harbours 
do naturally ſubject them, becauſe their Com- 
modities could not from thoſe two Harbours 
be carried into the French Provinces, but by 
going through Places poſſeſs'd by the Dutch, 
who in all likelihood would not give them free 
paſſage. Thus in ſuch a Conjuncture, at leaſt 
the preſervation of the Harbour of Dunkirk 
would be neceſlary for the Trade of your Maje- 
ſty's Subjects. 

Eigbthiy, The Freedom of the Port and Town 
of Dunkirk, in caſe your Majeſty will vouch- 
ſafe to alter the ſevere Reſolution you have 
taken againſt its Mole and Dykes, will en- 
able your Majeſty's Subjects to carry on 
their Commerce with more Conveniency than 
any other Nation in the Auſtrian 1 

| ” 0 
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« of Flanders, Hainault and Brabant; in the French 
« Provinces of Flanders, Hainault, Artois and Pi- 
© cardy z and even in Germany by the Staples and 
Store-Houſes they may erect there, and which 
will facilitate their anſwering the demands of 
Commodities from all thoſe reſpective Coun- 
2 punctually, and at proper times and ſea- 
ons. 8 9 

« Ninthly, Suppoſing that the Oppoſition which 
the eighth and ninth Articles of the Treaty 
of Commerce concluded by your Majeſty with 
France, has met with in the Houſe of Com- 
mons of your Parliament, ſhould take place, 
and deſtroy the Arguments above, alledged in 
favour of the Britih Trade by the way of Dun- 
kirk, into the French Provinces ; yet the Rea- 

ſons relating to the ſaid Commerce by the way 
of Dunkirk, into the Auſtrian Low-Countries 
and into Germany, by means of a free Paſſage, 
without paying any Cuſtom or Duties would 
ſtill ſubſiſt, and may ſuffice to let your Ma- 
jeſty ſee, that the Preſervation of that Har- 
bour, with it's bare Mole and Dikes, deſpoil- 
ed of all manner of Fortifications, will not on- 
ly be moſt beneficial and advantageous, but 
even abſolutely neceſſary to the Trade of Great 

Britain. 

* Tenthly, All ſuch as have any tolerable ſkill 
in Navigation know that Ships that are at Sea, 
can never have under the Wind too many 
places of Retreat, either to ſhelter themſelves 
againſt Storms when they happen to fall into 
them, or to repair their Loſſes and refit after 
they have ſuſtained ill Weather. The Har- 
bour of Duxkirk is one of thoſe deſirable re- 
treats for Ships that ſail to, or come * 
| the 
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the North Seas. And altho' the Coaſt of Eng- 
land affords many places for Ships to put into, 
it may nevertheleſs happen oftentimes after the 
Demohtion of the Mole and Dikes, for which 
the Magiſtrates of Dunkirk beg your Majeſty's 
Mercy, that the Ships of your Subjects may 
be ſo driven and Wind-Bound by bad Wea- 
ther on the Coaſt of Dunkirk, that being un- 
able to reach their own Shoar, they will in 
vain regrer, as well as all other Nations trad- 
ing to the North, that Harbour of ſafety, of 
which they ſhall be deprived; and avoid a 
bare commiſeration of the Danger to which 
ſeafaring Men are expoſed, ought to have pre- 
ſerved for them, according to the common 
dictates of Humanity. | 
Upon all theſe Conſiderations, that is, con- 
ſidering the ſmall Damage which the Harbour 
of Dunkirk, deſpoiled of all it's Fortifications, 
both on the Sea and the Land-ſide, may cauſe 
either to your Majeſty's Subjects, or to thoſe 
of your Allies; the Uſefulneſs and Benefit which 
the Trade of Great Britain will find in the pre- 
ſervation of the ſaid Harbour in the manner 
above explained ; and the unprofitable but 
ruinous Loſs which the unfortunate Inhabitants 
of that Town will ſuffer by it's Demolition, 
the Magiſtrates of Dunkirk and the Sieur Tug- 
ghe their Deputy preſume to hope that your 
Majeſty will graciouſly be pleaſed to recal part 
of your Sentence, by cauſing your Thunder- 
bolts to fall only on the martial Works which 
may have incurred your Majeſty's Diſpleaſure, 
* and by ſparing only the Mole and Dikes, 
* which in their naked Condition can, for the 
future, be no more than an object of Pity. 


Nay, 
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Nay, they ſhall even be an eternal Monu- 
ment of your Majeſty's Glory, ſince by inceſ- 
ſantly reminding the Beholders of the dreadful 
Ornaments of which they ſhall remain deſpoil- 
ed by your Majeſty's Will alone, they will, at 
the ſame time, eternally preſerve the memo 
of your Majeſty's Clemency, which ſhall have 
beſtowed them on the Tears and Groans of the 
Inhabitants of that Town, overwhelmed with 
Grief. 

< *Tis by thoſe Tears and by thoſe Groans, 
that the Magiſtrates and their Deputy, humbly 
proſtrate at the Feet of your Majeſty's Throne, 
no leſs Gracious than Dreadful, beg the per- 
ſervation of their Harbour, and beſeech your 
Majeſty to vouchſafe to look with eyes of pity 
on eighteen Thouſand Families, who muſt be 
reduced to wander about, if by the entire and 
ſevere Execution of your Majeſty's Orders, they 
are forced to quit their Habitations to go and 
ſeek or rather beg their Bread. 

© Let not your Majeſty's ever beneficent Hand 
be the Inſtrument of their Miſery and Diſper- 
ſion! And let not the Inhabitants of Dunkirk 
be the only people in the World that may com- 
plain of the rigor of a Queen whoſe Wiſdom 
and Clemency 1s adored by all the Earth. 


My Indignation at this Uſage of my Queen and 


Country, prompted me to write a Letter to Neſtor 
Tronfide, Eſq; which I ſubſcribed Exgliſ̃ Tory. 


Mr. Ironſide thereupon prints my Letter Word 


for Word, and on Auguſt the ſeventh publiſhes it 
with a ſhort Preface, as follows: | 


IT 
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| 1 T is uſually chought, with great Juſtice, a ve - 

ry impertinent Thing in a private Man to in- 
termeddle in matters which regard the State. But 
the Memorial which is mentioned in the followin 
Letter is ſo daring, and ſo apparently . 
for the moſt Traiterous Purpoſe imaginable, that 
I do not care what miſ. interpretation I ſuffer, 
when I expoſe it to the reſentmentof all Men who 
vaJue their Country, or have any regard to the 
Honour, Safety, or Glory of their _ It is 
certain there is not much Danger in delaying the 
Demolition of -Duxkirk, during the Life of his 
preſent moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, who is renowned 
- for the moſt ON INE? to Treaties ; but 
that pious Prince is aged, and in caſe of his De- 
ceaſe, now the Power of France and Spain 1s in 
the ſame Family, it is poſſible an ambitious Suc- 
ceſſor, (or his Miniſtry in a King's Minority) might 
diſpute his being bound by the Act of his Prede- 
ceſſor in ſo weighty a Particular | 


+ 


Mr. IRons1De, 


* O U employ your important Moments, me- 
thinks, a little too frivolouſly, when you 
conſider ſo often little Circumſtances of Dreſs 
and Behaviour, and never make mention of 
matters wherein you and all your Fellow- Sub- 
jects in general are concerned. I give you now 
an Opportunity; not only of manifeſting your 
Loyalty to your Queen, but your Affection to 
your Country, if you treat an Inſolence done 
to them both with the Diſdain it deſerves. 
The encloſed printed Paper in French and 
Engliſb has been handed about the Town, and 
given gratis to paſſengers in the Streets at 2 
| Vay 
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Day. You ſee the Title of it is 4 moſt bumble 
« Addreſs or Memorial, preſented to ber Majeſty the 
Queen of Great Britain, by the Deputy of the Ma- 
© giſirates of Dunkirk. The nauſeous Memorialiſt, 
« with the moſt fulſome Flattery, tells the Queen 
of her Thunder, and of Wiſdom and Clemency 
c adored by all the Earth, at the ſame time that 
© he attempts to undermine her power, and eſcape 
© her Wiſdom, by beſeeching her to do an Act 
© which would give a well- grounded Jealouſie to 
© her people. What the Sycophant deſires is, that 
the Mole and Dikes of Dunkirk may be ſpared ; 
and, it ſeems, the Sieur Tuggbe, for ſo the peti- 
tioner is called, was Thunder-ftruck by the De- 
nunciation (which he ſays) the Lord Viſcount Bolin- 
broke made to him, That her Majeſty did not 
© think to make any Alteration in the dreadful 
© ſentence ſhe had pronounced againſt the Town. 
Mr. IRoNns1Ds, I think you would do an Act 
< wotthy your genera] Humanity, if you would put 
© the Sieur Tugghe right in this matter, and let him 
* know, That her Majeſty has pronounced no ſen- 
< tence againſt the Town, but his moſt Chriſtain 
« Majeſty has agreed that the Town and Harbour 
© ſhall be Demoliſhed. | 


That the Britiſp Nation expect the immedi- 
© ate Demolition of it. 

© That the very Common people know, that 
* within two months after the ſigning of the 
6 Peace, the Works towards the ſea were to be 
demoliſhed, and within three months after it 
* the Works towards the Land. 


© That the ſaid peace was ſigned the laſt of 
March. O. S. 


That the Parliament has been told from the 


Queen that the Equivalent for it is in che Hands 
? of the French King. 


That 
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That the Sieur 7 ugghe has the 13 to 


© ask the Queen to remit the moſt material part 


of the Articles of Peace between Her Majeſty 


and his Maſter. 


That the Britiſh Nation received more Damage 


in their Trade from the port of Dunkirk, than 
from almoſt all the ports of France, either in the 


Ocean or in the Mediterranean. | 
That Fleets of above thirty fail have come to- 
© gether out of Dunkirk during the late War, and 
© taken ſhips of War, as well as merchant men. 
That the Pretender ſailed from thence to Scot-- 
land; and that it is the only port the French have 
till you come to Breſt, for the whole Length 
of St. George's Channel where any conſiderable 
Naval Armament can be made. 
That deſtroying the Fortifications of Dunkirk 
© 1s an inconſiderable Advantage to England, in 
< Compariſon to the Advantage of deſtroying the 
< Mole, Dikes and Harbour, it being the Naval 
o 
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Force from thence which only can hurt the Bri- 
tiſh Nation. 
That the Britih Nation ep the immedi- 
ate Demolition of Dunkirk. 
That the Dutch, who ſuffered equally with us 
from thoſe of Dunkirk, were probably induced 
to ſign the Treaty with France from this Conſider- 
ation, That the Town and Harbour of Dunkirk 
ſhould be deſtroyed. 
© That the Situation of Dunkirk is ſuch, as that 
it may always keep Runners to obſerve all ſhips 
« failing on the Thames and Medway. 
That all ſuggeſtions, which the Sieur 7 ugghe 
brings concerning the Dutch, are falſe and ſcan- 
« dalous. 
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That whether it may be advantagious to the 
© Trade of Holland or not, that Dunkirk ſhould 
be demoliſh'd, it is neceſſary for the Safety, 
_ © Honour and Liberty of England that it ſhould 
< be ſo. | 


That when Dunkirk is demoliſhed, the power 


d of France, on that ſide, ſhould it ever be tur- 


ned againſt us, will be removed ſeveral hundred 
Miles further off of Great Britain than it is at 
« preſent, 
That after the Demolition there can be no 
conſiderable preparation made at Sea by the 
French in all the Channel but at Breſt; and that 
Great Britain being an Iſland, which cannot be 
attacked but by a Naval power, we may eſteem 
France effectually removed, by the Demolition, 
from Great Britain as far as the Diſtance from 
Dunkirk to Breſt, | 
Pray, Mr. IRowns1Ds, repeat this laſt par- 
ticular, and put it in a different Letter, That 
the Demolition of Dunkirk will remove France 
many hundred Miles further off from us; and then 
repeat again, That the Britiſh Nation expects the 
Demolition of Dunkirk, 
I demand of you, as you love and honour your 
Queen and Country, that you inſert this Letter, 
or ſpeak, to this purpoſe, your own way ; for 
in thisall parties mu ſtagree, thathowever bound 
in Friendſhip one Nation is with another, it is 
but prudent, that, in caſe of a Rupture, they 
ſhould. be, if poſſible, upon equal Terms. 
© Be Honeſt, old NzsToR, and fay all this; 
for what-ever half-witted hot Whigs may think, 
we all value our Eſtates and Liberties, and 
every true Man of _ party muſt think 1 
| 8 
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© That the Sieur 7 ugghe has the 13 to 

© ask the Queen to remit the moſt material part 
of the Articles of Peace between Her Majeſty 
and his Maſter. 
That the Briti/o Nation received more Damage 
in their Trade from the port of Dunkirłk, than 
from almoft all the ports of France, either in the 
Ocean or in the Mediterranean. 

That Fleets of above thirty ſail have come to- 

gether out of Dunkirk during the late War, and 
taken ſhips of War, as well as merchant men, 

That the Pretender ſailed from thence to Scot- 

land; and that it is the only port the French have 
< till you come to Breſt, for the whole Length 
© of St. George's Channel where any conſiderable. 
Naval Armament can be made. | | 

That deſtroying the Fortifications of Dunkirk 
© 1s an inconſiderable Advantage to England, in 
« Compariſon to the Advantage of deſtroying the 
Mole, Dikes and Harbour, it being the Naval 
Force from thence which only can hurt the Bri- 
« ti/þ Nation. 

That the Britiſh Nation __ the immedi- 
ate Demolition of Dunkirk. 

That the Dutch, who ſuffered equally with us 
< from thoſe of Dunkirk, were probably induced 
to ſign the Treaty with France from this Conſider- 
ation, That the Town and Harbour of Dunkirk 
< ſhould be deſtroyed. 
© That the Situation of Dunkirk is ſuch, as that 
< it may always keep Runners to obſerve all ſhips 
« ſailing on the Thames and Medway. 
© That all ſuggeſtions, which the Sieur Tugghe 
brings concerning the Dutch, are falſe and ſcan- 
© dalous. 
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That whether it may be advantagious to the 


Trade of Holland or not, that Dunkirk ſhould 
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be demoliſh'd, it is neceſſary for the Safety, 
Honour and Liberty of England that it ſnould 
be ſo. 
< That when Dunkirk is demoliſhed, the power 
of France, on that ſide, ſhould it ever be tur- 
ned againſt us, will be removed ſeveral hundred 
Miles further off of Great Britain than it is at 
preſent. 
That after the Demolition there can be no 
conſiderable preparation made at Sea by the 
French in all the Channel but at Breſt; and that 
Great Britain being an Iſland, which cannot be 
attacked but by a Naval power, we may eſteem 
France effectually removed, by the Demolition, 
from Great Britain as far as the Diſtance from 
Dunkirk to Breſt. 
Pray, Mr. IRons1DEx, repeat this laſt par- 
ticular, and put it in a different Letter, That 
the Demolition of Dunkirk will remove France 
many hundred Miles further off from us; and then 
repeat again, That the Britiſh Nation expects the 
Demolition of Dunkirk, 
© demand of you, as you love and honour your 
Queen and Country, that you inſert this Letter, 
or ſpeak, to this purpoſe, your own way ; for 
in thisall parties mu ſtagree, that however bound 
in Friendſhip one Nation is with another, it is 
but prudent, that, in caſe of a Rupture, they 
ſhould be, if poſſible, upon equal Terms. 
© Be Honeſt, old NesToR, and fay all this; 
for what-ever half-witted hot Whigs may think, 
we all value our Eſtates and Liberties, and 
every true Man of * party muſt think 2 
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« ſelf concerned that Duxkirk ſhould be Demoli- 
8 ſhed. | © Ya ö A | 
« If lies upon all who have the Honour to 
be in the Miniſtry to haſten this matter, and 
not let the Credulity of an honeſt brave People 
be thus infamouſly abuſed in 6ur open Streets. 
I cannot go on for Indignation ; but pray 
God that our mercy to France may not ob 
us to the mercy of France. | 
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Tour Humble Servant, 

Engliſh Tory, 
This Letter happened to diſoblige ſome peo- 
ple, and the day before I went out of Town 

came out the Pamphlet, entituled, 
The Honour and Prerogative of the Queen's 
Majeſty Vindicated and Defended againſt the un- 
 exampled Infolence of the Author of the Guardian: 
Tn a Letter from a Country Whig to Mr. Steele. 
You may read the whole at your Leiſure ; but 
the ninth and tenth Pages are enough for me, 
and I think there is nothing elſe in the whole 
Pamphlet but Repetition of the ſame thing. 
See how the Villain treats the beſt of Sovereigns, 
the beſt Miſtreſs to him, whoſe Bread be has eaten, 
and who has kept him from a Goal? Read it a- 
gain, ſay they ; Put it into Engliſh ſaid a Neigh- 
bour of. mine to me, come make the beſt of it | then 

he reads the abominable Language as follows : 
« The Britiſh Nation EAP ECT, &c. And 
© again the Britiſh Nation EXPECT the im- 
* mediate Demolition of Dunkirk. And a third 
< Time, with a Tone of threatning, the Britiſh Na- 
tion EXPECT it, See the Guardian, Au- 

* guſt 7. 1713, 

| I would 
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T would fain have pleaded for you, that this was 
not ta be underſtood to be ſpoken to or pointed at 
the Queen, but to the People of Dunkirk, and 1 
ſearched the whole Paper for ſomething to have 
brought you off with that way. ; 
ut it would not do, the 2 at me: How 
could it be ſpoken to him, ſay they * His Memo- © 
rial is to the Queen, and if it ſhould be directed 
to Monſieur Tugghe it would be ſtill worſe; for 
that would be to talk thus to him, viz. at do 
ye Petition the Queen for? We tell you, the Bri- 
tith Nation will not ſuffer it, the Queen dares nat 
to do it, for the Britiſh Nation EXPECT it 
be immediately Demoliſhed. This flopped my 
Mouth indeed, with reſpet# to that part of the 
Excuſe, and then they went on with me: Come, 
ſays my Neighbour, if you cannot put it into Words, 
PIl do it for you. 8 
« The Britiſh Nation EXPECT the imme 
« diate Demolition of Dunkirk. © _ hl 
We all ktow Her Majeſty has Poſſeſhon of Dune 
1 Fu the Work is to be done by the jay 
ler Majeſty may appoint the Day. Now, ſays he, 
read the Wards OED : on 
What is it but thus? | 
© Look you, Madam, Your Majeſty had beſt take 
© care that Dunkirk be Demoliſhed, or elſe, &c. 
And again, I 
Madam] WE EXPECT, and we would 
© have you take notice that we expect it, that Dun 
* Kirk be Demoliſhed, and that immediately.“ 
Juſt thus an imperious Planter at Barbadoes 
e to a Negro Slave, Look you Sirrah, 1 ex- 
pet. this Sugar to be ground, and look to it that it 
* be done forthwith, Tis enough to tell you I E Xs 
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* PECT it, or elſe, &c. and then he holds up hi; 
© Stick at bim, Take what follows. 

The Examiner, in a Style quite as polite as 
that of this Pamphleteer, in his Paper of Auguſt 
the twenty Firſt, has it thus: 

« I believe I may challenge all the Nations 
of the World, and all the Hiſtories of this | 
Nation for a thouſand Years paſt, to ſhew us | 
© an Inſtance ſo flagrant as what we have now 

before us, (viz.) When ever a Subjed, nay 

a Servant under a Salary, and favoured in 
'« ſpight of ill Behaviour paſt, with a conſiderable 
employment in the Government, treated his 
Sovereign in ſuch a manner as the G U A R- 
* DIAN has done the Perſon of the Queen; 
and went unpuniſhed. 

II the Clemency of the Queen prevails to 
«* ſave ſuch a man; if her Majeſty thinks it be- 
© low her to reſent an Injury from ſo contemp- 
tible a Vretch, by ſo much the rather ſhould 

every Subject reſent it; and ſhew their duty 

and reſpect to their Sovereign, by trampling 
under their Feet the very Name and Memory 
of the man that can have boldneſs enough to 

Inſult his Prince in a Printed, and for that rea- 

_ © fon Scandalous, Libel, and can have INGR A- 

© TITUDE enough to do it while he is eat- 

ing her Bread. 16 

< How can any man ſhew himſelf a faithful 
Subject ro her Majeſty, and not reſent ſuch a 
piece of Conduct | to fee a Subject hold up a 
© Rod at his Prince} and openly threaten the 

Queen, if ſhe does not cauſe Dunkirk to be 
'« demoliſhed! to threaten her Majeſty with the 
© Nation's reſentment if it be not forthwith en- 
* tred upon, and command Her to doit I MM E- 
i FW rr: 
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« DIATELY, it ought to fill every faithful 
Subject with Abhorrence, and cauſe them ei- 
< ther ſhun the man, or let him know they de- 
4 teſt his Behaviour. 5 
And yet this Man was never ſo dear to the 
© Whigs, as ſince he let them know that he durſt 
* aſſault his Queen; this has made him their 
< Favourite, and one of their Authors has made 
© his dull Panegyrick upon him already for it; 
< while another ſett of them are endeavouring to 
get him choſen for the next Parliament, that 
© he may carry on his Inſult there, and obtain, 
© the Honour, as another of their haughty Lea- 
© ders has already done, of being expelled the 
* Houſe, [Ws 4 0 : 
© I have not room to enlarge in this Caſe, as 
* ſo unexampled a piece of Ingratitude deſerves 
© he has been handſomely, only too favourably, 
© expoſed in this very Caſe, by a Book juſt 
« publiſhed, and which I recommend for that 
© reaſon, in the following Advertiſement. 
After this ſubjoins the following Advertiſe- 
ment. | 
The Honour and Prerogative of the Queen's Ma- 
jeſty Vindicated and Defended againſt the unexampled 
Inſolence of the Author of the GUARDIAN; 
In a Letter from a Country Whig to Mr. Steele. 
Printed for John Morphew near Stationer's-Hall, 
Price 3d, 3 
On the 24th following he rallies me again thus, 
For theſe Reaſons, ſaving the Treſpaſs on 
« Cuſtom, the LIE might be given in che 
© Teeth of the Guurdian, when he inſolently 
© tells the Queen, in his late ſeditious Libel, 
for ſuch it muſt be accounted by every True Bri- 
ton, that the Britih Nation EXPECTS 
ES, * the 
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the immediate Demolition of Dunkirk: I ſay it 
« is not ſo; the Britiſh Nation does not E X. 
« PECT that her Majeſty ſhould diveſt Herſelf 
of the power which is in her Hands, by the 
« poſſeſſion of Dunkirk, to do herſelf Right, and 
rformance of ſuch 
Conditions from all the Princes concerned, as 
they have agreed to be juſt and ought to be 
performed; but which we do not find them 
© fo free to execute, as the Obligations Britain 
has laid on them has given us reaſon to expect. 
It might, with much more duty to Her Ma- 
„ and Juſtice to our Country, have been 
faid, That the Britiſh Nation HOPES Her 
© Majeſty will not part with Dunkirk, nor ſuffer 
« it to be demoliſhed, till the Danger of any For- 
eign power, inſulting Her Subjects, be removed; 
© till the Commerce, and Privileges of Her Sub- 
« jefts of Great Britain, ſhall be effectually ſecu- 
red]; and till there ſhall be no danger of the In- 
« croachments and Invaſions of any Nation, no: 
France anly, but other powers as well as Frauce; 
for I muſt be allowed, with theſe Gentlemens Par- 
* &n, to ſuppoſe that there are Dangers to be 
expected from other powers in the World, as 
yell as France, eſpecially Dangers to our Trade; 
and thefe Dangers are the greater, by how much 
* we find the Whigs forward to give up our Trade- 
© ing-Intereſt to the Dutch, in order to make 
« Friends with them in their other nameleſs De- 


_ © figns againſt the Miniſtry, 


* Thoſe then who have a true Concern for the 
* Gogd of Great Britain, would be very ſorry to 
* fee Duntirt put out of her Majeſty's power, till 
every juſt Thing, which the keeping it can be 
a means to ſecure to us, be obtain'd. | 
5 © 1 mib 
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I might be more particular, in letting the 
World ſee what theſe Things are which Britain 
ought to obtain from the Neighbouring powers; 
and which Duxkirk is fo far a pledge for, that it 
ought to remain in her Majeſty's hands *till they 
are obtained: Bur as this 1s preparing by ano- 
ther Hand, and will be ſet in a clearer Light, to 
the Confuſion of the Guardian and all his factious 
< party, I ſhall ſay no more o it here. 


0 0 8 a 


Aa 


After this He repeats the following Adver- 
tiſement. 


| To morrow will bepubliſh'd a ſecond Edition of 

| The Honour aud Prerogative of the Queen's Ma- 
jeſty Vindicated and Defended againſt the Unexampled 
Inſolence of the Author of the GUARDIAN: Ina 
Letter from a Country Whig to Mr. Steele. Printed 

for J. Morphew, zear Stationer's Hall. Price 3d. 


You havenow my Letter to the Guardian, with 
| what the Writers of the Pamphlet, and the Exami- 
; ner, have been pleaſed to ſay upon it, at one View. 
In Order to my Juſtification, I ſhall ſhow more 
accurately the Advantages the Nation might 
reap from the Demolition, which will appear by 
conſidering what part of our Trade has and may 
be annoyed by Dunkirk, | | 
The Port of London is allowed to carry two 
| parts in Three, or fix parts in Nine, of the fo- 
reign Trade of England. We may give one 
Ninth to the ports on the South Coaſts of this 
Ifland, which South Coaſt is oppoſite to the North 
Coaſt of France; the Sea between which is what 
we call the Channel, e 
The Eaſt End of this, on our ſide, is the 
North Forcland, which ſtands oppoſite to New- 
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port in Flanders; the Weſt End, on our fide is 
the Land's-End, over-againſt Uhant, or Breſt 
in France; they allow one Ninth of the Trade 
to the Eaſt Coaſt waſhed by the German Ocean; 
and the other Ninth to the Veſt Coaſt which 
looks on the Iriſh Seas; in this Computation, it 
is preſumed, there is not any great Diſpropor- 
tion, except from Briſtol's lying on the Weſt 
Coaſt, the ſaid J/2# Coaſt ought to be allowed 
more than one Ninth. 

Dunkirk is from the South Foreland about 
thirteen Leagues, and the Courſe from Dun- 
kirk to the Foreland Weſt, North Weſt, to the 
entrance of the River of Thames, is North-Weſt, 
about twenty Leagues; ſo that any eaſterly Wind; 
which carries our Ships down the Channel, at 
the ſame time brings thoſe of Dunkirk to meet 
and intercept them : the French have very fre- 
quently this laſt War reaped the Advantage of 
this Situation, by ſupprizing many rich Ships, 
and taking others as they lay at Anchor in the 
Downs , when the French are diſpoſſeſſed of Dun- 
kirk, the dread and danger of their Men of War, 
of any conſiderable Force, will be removed as 
far as Breſt, which is a hundred and twenty 
Leagues, or three hundred and ſixty Miles; 
and that of their Privateers, of any Conſidera- 
tion, as far as St. Malo's, which is ſeventy eight 
Leagues, or two hundred and thirty four Miles. 

Breſt lies without the Channel, under this 
great Incapacity to hurt us, that the ſame Wind 
which carries our Trade down the Channel, 
prevents the Ships of Breſt from coming into it. 

The Eaſt End of the Channel which is ſo much 
expoſed to Dunkirk is but ſeven Leagues broad, 
and gives an Enemy an Opportunity of ſeeing 
our Ships from ſide to ſide. 
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The Veſt End of the Channel, for which the 
greateſt Fears are from Breſt, is twenty eight 
Leagues broad, and of courſe, there is at that 
end a greater Chance of eſcaping the Enemy. 
If Ships from Breſt are appointed to Way-lay 
our Ships in the Channel, they muſt take the 
Opportunity of weſterly Winds, to come into it; 
and wait the coming of an eaſterly Wind to 
carry our Ships down it; by this means they 
muſt all that time be at Sea, expoſed to all 
Dangers for want. of a Port in which to har- 
bour their Men of War, or return to Breſt, 
which they cannot do with the Wind that brought 
them out. 5 DR | 
- We muſt add to this, that if the French from 
Breſt ſhould be hovering to the Eaſtward of Pli- 
mouth, they are between two Fires, from thoſe 
Ships in the Downs, and thoſe from Plimouth ; 
and our Ships from Portſmouth may chaſe them 
either Way, while they are Way-laid at each 
end of the Channel by the others, not having 
the Port of Dunkirk, or any other in the Chan- 
nel, to afford them ſhelter. Thus, ſhould they 
be chaſed up the Channel by a too great Force, 
before they can return to Breſt, they muſt either 
run into the German Occan, and wait another. 
Opportunity of coming down again, with the. 
Hazard of meeting all our Men of War; or. 
elſe fail North about Great Britain, which is at 
leaſt five hundred and fifty Leagues more than. 
they need have failed, with the Port of Dunkirk. 
to fly to. 

This want of Dunkirk will expoſe them to the 
ſame Inconveniencies, to which the Fear of it 
often obliged our running Ships from the Sou⁰ẽę 
parts of the World, as well as our . 
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Men, during the late War: to this diſtreſs you 
are to add Wages, Provifien, loſs of Time, 
and the dangerous Navigation of the North Seas. 
From hence jt plainly appears, that by the 
Demolition of Dunkirk, in caſe of a Rupture with 
France, ſix parts in nine of our Trade, from the 
port of London, is three hundred and thirty Miles 
removed from the Hazards of the laſt War; 
and tho? part of this muſt be expaſed when it 
paſſes through the Chopps, or weſtern Entrance 
of the Channel, it muſt be conſidered, that this 
it was alfo liable to before, beſides the Terrors 
of Dunkirk, and that this is only the ſouthern 
Trade ; and all that go to Holland, Hamburgh, 
and other northern Countries, will be quite out 
of danger. 5 5 ü by 
The Ninth of our Trade on the Eaſt Coaſt, 
would be ſtill ſafer. 

From theſe diſtinct Conſiderations, you ob- 
ſerve only one ninth of the Frade on the 1ri/þ 
Seas and Briſtol Channel, and part of the other 
ninth in the Coaft of the Channel (to come at 
which they are in danger from Port/mouth to Pli- 
mouth) is the whole of the Britih Trade, which 
after the Demolition of D{unkirk will lie open to 
the Aſſaults of the French The Demolition of 
Dunkirk will in a great meaſure ſecure ſeven 
ninth's of the Trade of England, from the power 
of France at Sea, the French having no port in 
the Channel but St. Malo's, which can harbour 
any great Ships, and that itfelf can receive none 
which exceeds 30 or 40 Guns. Breſt lies thirt 
five Leagues from the Lizzard Point, which 1s 
the neareſt Land of England; their Ships muſt 
have an eafterly Wind to come out, and that 
will ſerve them no farther than to the Chopps of 
the Channel, becauſe it blows directly down = 
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The Courſe to go from Breſt to cruize off the 
Lizzard-Pojnt in order to annoy us, is firſt, Weft 
about thirteen Leagues, and then North or North 
and by Eaſt about r Leagues more, except 
they run the Hazard of going within the Iſland 
of Uſant, which is not praftifed, and therefore 
may be ſuppoſed impratticable. 

In the laſt place, our Charge in defending our 
ſelves from ſuch Annoyance as we formerly had 
from Dunkirk will decreaſe in proportion to the 
Removal of the Danger. 

Such is the Importance of the Demolition of 
Dunkirk, with regard to the Trade of England on- 
ly; and in the preſent Conjuncture, I think we 
ought to have ſomething more than the mercy of 
His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty, to render the forbea- 
ring ſuch Demolition leſs hazardous to our Reli- 
gion and Liberty: z and yet you ſee, how criminal 
a Thing it is to ſay, The Britiſh Nation EXPECT 
the Demolition of it. 
lt is evident that the Letter to the Guardian, 
ſubſcribed Engliſh Tory, could have no prof pect 
but to do Honour and Service to Her Majeſt 
and Her Subjects; the Sieur Tugghe himſelf ac- 
knowledges that he has received an Anſwer from 
the Queen, by Her Secretary of State, with a 
Negative to his Petition; upon which here ap- 
3 2 Memorial in print, expoſtulating with 

er upon that Subject, and laying before Her 
the Diſtreſſes of a Croud of helpleſs people, whoſe 
misfortunes are to be attributed to Her, if ſhe 
ſhall think fit, in behalf of Her own Subjects, to 
inſiſt upon the Execution of what is ſtipulated 
by Treaty: the Sieur Tuggbe may inſinuate, that 
it is unmerciful in the Queen to deny his Re- 
gueſt, without — of; but I muſt 

not 
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not defend my Sovereign's Refuſal from the Im- 
putation of Cruelty, without being ſaid, to in- 


ſult Her Prerogative. My Adverſaries argue, 


that it is in her Majeſty's Power to forward or 
delay the Demolition as ſhe pleaſes ; be that as 


it will, do not I do as a faithful Subject, to 
inſiſt that ſhe does no Cruelty if ſhe pleaſes to 


Demoliſh it? 


The Sieur Tugghe is not contented with this 
Arrogance, but has ſo little an Opinion of our 
Engliſh Stateſmen, that he pretends to inſtruct 
our Sovereign, and Her Council, in what poli- 
tical Views they ought to have upon this Occa- 
ſion: But leaft his Aſſertions may prevail upon 
that numerous part of mankind, which has a 
great while taken every thing upon Content, I 
ſnall have the patience to run through all he 
gives us as Arguments for our ſaving Dunkirk, 
and with the ſame Tautology ; and when he re- 
peats the ſame thing, repeat alſo what I have ſaid 
againſt it. To proceed then like a man of great 
Gravity and Bulineſs; | . 


In Anſwer to the S T EU R's Firſt, 


Firſt, Donkirk was the dread of the Dutch Trade 

| in time of war, but cannot be the Ob- 
ject of Jealouſy of the Dutch with reſpect to 
their Trade to Germany and the Auſtrian Low 


Countries, becauſe Newport and Graveling (which 


are capable of receiving as large Ships as ever 
are uſed in that Trade by us) can ſupply thoſe 


Countries with the ſame eaſe ; of courſe Dunkirk 


15 not the only Harbour on this Coaſt uſeful to 
that Trade: As for ſecuring the Scheld, that River 
was many Years before the two laſt Wars with 
oe France 
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France poſſeſſed by the Dutch, who command 
the Entrance of it by Fort Lillo, which prevents 
all foreign Ships from paſſing up. Nay, ſo far 
are they from permitting Foreigners, that none of 
their own Sea-ſhips, above the Bulk of Schuyts 
or Billanders, which we call Smacks and Hoys, are 
ever allowed to go beyond that Fort. Mr. Tugghe 
ſuppoſes us to a moſt notorious degree Igno- 
rant of common Geography, when he aſſerts 
that Dunkirk is the only port from Oſtend Weſt- 
ward, by which Commodities can be brought 
into the provinces of the Auſtrian Low Coun- 
tries and Germany. There runs from Calais a 
Navigable River to Graveling, the River of Gra- 
veling runs to St. Omer, from the Eat ſide of 
this River runs two Canals, one through Bour- 
bourgh to Dunkirk, the other directly ro Winox- 
berg: There is a Canal from Dunkirk to Furnes, 
and another from Winoxberg to the ſame place z 
from Furnes the Canal runs to Newport, and from 
thence to Oſtend and Bruges ; from their Canals 
and Rivers the Countries of French Flanders, Hai- 
nault, and Picardy, have their Water-Carriage ; 
nor is there any Carriage from Dunkirk to the 
Rhine, Lys, or Scheld, but through the ſame 
Streams, except by open Sea: ſo that Oftend, 
Newport, Graveling, and Calais, have the ſame 
Water-Carriage which Dunkirk has to any inland 
Country, or any place in the World. What 
Trade had we thro* Dunkirk, before, or during the 
two laſt Wars? we can have no Trade through 
Dunkirk (but to the French Territories) which 
we had not in the laſt Wars from other Har- 
bours. wo 
As to the Sieur's Second, we always carried on 
our Trade to the Auſtrian Netherlands through 
| Oſtend 
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Oftend and Newport, fince the Dutch got Poſlef- 
fion of the Scheld, the ſame Conveniency we 
ſhall have ftill ; nor can the Port of Dunkirk, 
being left open, be any eaſe of Charges on our 
Trade, or give us a nearer paſſage ; neither can 
the Demolition in the leaft obſtru& our Trade, 
becauſe our Commodities wilt ſtill paſs through 
the fame Inland Waters, which they muſt if they 
are ſent through Dunkirk. If it is eaſy for Her 
Majeſty to obtain from the the King à free Paſ- 
| fage Cuſtom Free for all Commodities from Eng- 
land through Dunkirk, to the Auſtrian Low Coun- 
tries, ſhe may with the ſame eaſe Obtain the fame 
through his other Ports. It wilt be good News 
ro hear he makes no difficulty of granting ſuch 
a Requeſt, becauſe by the ſame Rule, Her Ma- 
jeſty may obtain an Alteration in favour of Her 
Subjects in the Treaty of Commerce, which has 
been diſapproved by the Parliament. 

If we ſhould at any time be Frome ſend- 
ing our Trade to the Auſtrian Low-Countries, 
any other way than through his Dominions, he 
will then find us under the Neceſſity of carry- 


ing it on this Way, and demand Toll in a man- 


ner ſuitable to his great Power and Force; and 
how ſhall we deny it him ? 

If he ſhould grant us this Paſſage Cuſtom free, 
it may be bought too dear; for if we diſmantle 
the Town, and leave the Ports 'undemoliſhed, it 
is in his power to take Poſſeſſion of it again at 
| Pleaſure; and in caſe of another War we ſhall 
be as much annoy'd in our Trade as we were 
in the two laſt, and the Town can be eaſily re- 
fortified ; he may have a very good View in this: 
But really I would not have him run the Riſque of 
it, tho” it may prove ſo much for his * ; 

or 
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for we all know the Dutch are a ſly People, and 
if the Town ſhould be difmantled, and the Port 
left open, they may come and get the Poſſeſſion 
of ir, and fortify it again for their own Uſe, 
Which I know, out of the great Concern he has 
for us, and the Welfare of our Trade, he would 
be utterly againſt. | 
As to hi Third, It is a falſe Aﬀertion to ſay 
that there is no other Port ſerviceable to the Trade 
of French Flanders, Hainault, Artois, or Picar- 
dy, for there are many uſeful te this Trade, 
Oftend, Newport, Graveling, and Calais, whoſe 
Waters run into the fame "Canals that that of 
Dunkirk does, beſides Boulogne, Eſtaples, St. Va- 
tery and Diep; for the Trade to Picardy, all theſe 
Ports are capable of receiving as large Veſſels 
as ever We made uſe of in this Trade, which are 
from 20, 60 or 100 Tuns at moſt. 

As to the Sieur's Fourth, It is well known the 
Trade may be profitably carried on by other 
places than Dunkirk; and an Eaſe of Charge 
for ſo inconſiderable a part of our Trade is not 
to be mentioned, in Competition with the ha- 
zard of ſo great a part as, on a Rupture with 
France, that place can moleſt; the reſt of this 
Article is already anſwered, becauſe other Ports 
can convey our Trade to any place that Dunkirk 
As to Mr. Deputy's Fifth, If the Treaty of 
Commerce has preſerved the Tariff of 1671 in 
the conquered Countries, it is preſerved to Gra- 
veling, and other ports there, as well as Dunkirk. 

As to the Sieur's Sixth, The Streſs he lays on 
che Liſt of 218 Ships which was printed in the 
Mercator, Ne 29. with their Cargoes, has no 
Weight in it, becauſe thoſe Ships might have 


gone 
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gone to the Neighbouring Ports; he is alſo un- 


Juſt in arguing from that Liſt, that the Trade of 


England there will very much increaſe ; Who- 
ever looks over the Mercator, will find that their 
Loading conſiſted chiefly of Food and Firing, 
the whole he values at two millions of French 
Livres; the Coals indeed they may always take, 
as they will other Commodities that Neceſſity 
obliges them to, and which they have not of their 
own Growth or Manufacture, but -a conſtant 
Market of this kind is not to be expected; it is 


not to be ſuppoſed, becauſe they took . theſe 


Quantities of Corn and Proviſions of us in their 


late famiſh'd Condition, that they will do the 


ſame when they have plentiful Crops, and this 
whole Sum is but 100,000 J. Sterling, of which 


the Proviſions amount to at leaſt three Quarters. 


Their Trade to us ſtanding in a manner upon 


the Foot of a Prohibition, they could not well 


pay us any otherwiſe than with ready Money ; 
bur if the Treaty of Commerce ſhould paſs, and 
the Port of Dunkirk remain as it is, the Dunkirkers 
will ſoon find Commodities to ſupply us with, 


though they have none of their own Growth. 


Mr. Tugghe does not do us Juſtice in this part 
of the Memorial, becauſe he omitted to tell us 


of the Combination of Merchants, who made 


our People take their own prices for our Goods, 
which were ſold to Loſs, rather than to bring 
them back again through the Riſque of the Seas, 
and to run the Danger of their being damaged, 
and of their periſhing. There might be other 
Obſervations made from their want of Corn, of 


the Advantage we might have taken of their low 
Condition. | 


: 
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As to this Agent's Seventh, Mr. Tug gbe with 
great Pity and Charity towards us, prays to 
God to avert a War between us and Holland, 
and repreſents a great many Dangers in it, in 
regard to our Trade with French Flanders, Hai- 
nault, Artois, and Picardy, which is already an- 
ſwered, becauſe other Ports can ſupply them as 
well as Dunkirk, Now if we ſhould turn the 
other ſide of the Matter, I wonder what Dan- 
ger the Memorialiſt would repreſent us from a- 
nother War with France. 

As to the Sieur's Eighth, This Article is falſe, 
as Is already proved ; nor do we want him to 
teach us our Trade to Germany, who would per- 
{wade us it is our intereſt to Trade thither thro” 
| Dunkirk by Land-Carriage, whoſe Waters have 
not any Correſpondence with the Rivers of Ger- 
many, and to errect Staples and Store-Houſes, 
which would be a good Booty for the French 
in caſe of a Rupture ; nor can we ever carry it on 
ſo fafely or cheaply through Countries poſſeſſed 
by France, as we do through Hamburgh, and o- 
ther places, by Water-Carriage. 

As to his Ninth, He has here the Inſolence to 
call it a ſevere Reſolution in the Queen to inſiſt on 
the Demolition. This is objected to in Anſwer 2. 
But his Aſſertion, that it is abſolutely Neceſſary 
to the Trade of Great Britain, is the Reverſe of 
our Caſe. 

As to the Memorialiſt's Tenth, It is neceſſary 
for all Ships to have a Lee- Port to flie to if they 
cannot get to Windward, or weather a Storm; 
but All ſuch as have any tolerable Skill in Navigati- 
on, know, that our Ships keep their own Shoar 
abroad, as the French do theirs; and therefore 
the Port of Dunkirk is uſeleſs to us. I would 

C fain 


34 The Importance of 
fain know, what uſe our Ships had of that Port 


for above twenty Years laſt paſt. Mr. Tugghe, 
I am ſure, can tell us what Exgliſ̃ Ships ever 
refitted there, and how many ever repaired Loſ- 


ſes; all the World know there have been many 


Hundreds refitted there to annoy our own Coun- 
try, and ſome Thouſands ſuffer'd Loſſes there 
that were never repair'd. It is a moſt deſirable 
Port for the ſhips of France, but all Engliſb ſhips 
have dreaded it for above twenty Years. The 
publick Joy the News of its being to be demo- 
liſh'd created this Nation, is a convincing Argu- 
ment, how much they will in vain regret, as well 


as all other Nations trading to the Nor thward, that 


Harbour of Safety. It raites ſomething more than 


| Indignation, to ſee a Magiſtrate of Dunkirk ſent 


to talk to the Queen of Great Britain, and dictate 
Rules of Humanity. 

It will be a great Act of Humanity to inſiſt 
upon the Demolition of that Town, which has 
deſtroyed ſo many Thouſand of Her Majeſty's 
ſubjects and their ſhips. 


This is all J have to ſay to my F oreign Ene- 


my the Sieur Tugghe, and humbly recommend- 


ing to his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty the Care of 
the eighteen thouſand Families, I take the liber- 
ty to repeat to him, that the Britzh Nation ex- 


pect the Demolition of Duzkirk, I am now to 


face about to my Domeſtick Foes, by whom I 
am accuſed of the Ingratitude of inſulting my 
Prince, while I am eating her Bread. 

Mr. Bailiff, It is ſo far otherwiſe, that to a- 
void the leaſt Appearance of it, I did not at- 


tempt doing what proceeded from a true Grate- 


ful and Loyal Heart, (viz.) the laying before 
Her Majeſty's Miniſtry, that the Nation had 2 
: ſtri 
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ſtrict Eye upon their Behaviour, with relation 
to Dunkirk; before J had reſigned all, which 
their Interpoſition with her moſt Gracions Ma- 
Jeſty could take from me. I am ſo far from 
eating her Bread, with a Diſinclination to her 
Service, that I had reſigned a plentiful Income 
I had from her Favour, in a conſiderable Office 
and Penſion, which incapacitate a man of fit- 
ting in Parliament, to render my ſelf more uſe- 
ful to Her and my Country, in the Station 
with which your Borough has ſince honoured me. 

If he is an Enemy to the Prerogative, that is 
ſatisfied with what he has already received from 
his Prince, and gives up all * of 
ever receiving more, with no other View, than 
ſerving his Prince and Country in a more emi- 
nent manner than when he enjoyed Employments; 
if ſuch a man, I ſay, is an Enemy, I am an 
Enemy: But the Author of the Letter from the 
Country Whig perſonates that Character ſo au- 
kardly; and the Examiner, without entring into 
the Point, treats me ſo outrageouſlly ; * mas 
not how to offer, againſt ſuch Adverſaries, Rea- 
ſon and Argument, without appearing void of 
both. However, ſince it has for ſome time been 
the Faſhion to run down men of much greater 
Conſequence than I am, with general Terms, 
that fall in with the Prejudices and Corruptions 
of the people, I ſhall not bear in ſilence the Ac- 
cuſation of being in the leaſt Degree undutiful to 
my moſt Gracious Miſtreſs, much leſs of aſſaulting 
Her Prerogative. Theſe Writers ſhall treat me as 
they think fit, as I am their Brother-Scribler ; but 
I ſhall not be ſo unconcerned when they attack 
me as an honeſt man: I ſhall therefore inform 
them, that it is not in the power of a private and 


2 an 
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an indifferent man to hurt the Honour and Pre- 
rogative of the Crown, without being puniſhed, 
if the Miniſtry think fir, as he deſerves, by the 
Laws of our Country; but true and real Danger 
to the Queen's Honour may ariſe, if perſons in 
Authority tolerate men (who have no Compun- 
Ction of Conſcience) in abuſing ſuch Inſtruments 
of Glory and Honour to our Country as the Illu- 
ſtrious Duke of Mariboroygh, ſuch wiſe and faith- 
ful Managers as the late Earl of Godolphin, ſuch 
pious, diſintereſted, generous and ſelf-denying 
Patriots as the Biſhops. 
There is no man will deny, but that it is in the 
power of the Miniſtry to call the Examiner to an 
Account, as well as the Fhying-Poſt. It is not 
for me to enter into the Reaſons why they do 
not do themſelves that Juſtice; but where is 
Honour, where is Government, where 1s Pre- 
rogative, while neither Age nor Sex, Virtue 
nor Innocence, can have any redrefs from the 
Aſſaults made upon their Reputation, which is 
dearer than Life? but ſuch Injuries the Exami- 
ner repeats every Week with Impunity. But af- 
cer I have fully anſwered the ſpecious Pretenſion 
of Monſieur Tugghe, concerning the Trade, and 
vindicated my Sovereign from his treacherous 
Infinuation, that it would be want of Mercy in 
Her to inſiſt on the Demolition of Dunkirk ; it 
15 incumbent on me to come more cloſely to the 
Point with the Pampheleteer, and the Examiner. 
The former ſays, in his 17th Page, Vby muſt the 
Queen be attacked with ſuch Inſolence, and be told, 
in terrorem, that the People of Great Britain ex- 
pet Dunkirk Hall be demoliſhed ? | 


— — 


The 


* 
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The Examiner, as above, puts the ſtreſs of 
his Argument on the ſame words in the Guardian, 
of whom he ſayͤs . 

For theſe Reaſons, ſaving the Treſpaſs on 
«£ Cuſtom, the LYE might be given in the 
© Teeth of the Guardian, when he infolently tells 
© the Queen, in his late ſeditious Libel, for ſuch 
it muſt be accounted by every true Briton, That 
the Britiſh Nation EXPECTS the immediate 
Demolition of Dunkirk ; I ſay, it is not ſo; the 
Britiſh Nation does not EX PE CT that Her 
_ © Majeſty ſhould diveſt Her ſelf of the power 
© which is in her Hands, by the Poſſeſſion of 
< Dunkirk, to do Herſelf Right, and to ſecure 
© to Herſelf the Performance of ſuch Conditions 
© from all the Princes concerned, as they have 
© agreed to be juſt, and ought to be performed; 
© but which we do not find them fo ſree to ex- 
< ecute, as the Obligations Britain has laid on 
them has given us reaſon to expect. 

Both theſe great Authors lay the weight of the 
Accuſation, upon ſaying, the Britih Nation ex- 
pers ; you ſee the difference of a Man's Conditi- 
on who acts under the Laws of his Country in 
general, from his who acts only under the Pre- 
regative, | . 

Here is a Treaty concluded; I am reckoned 
diſreſpectful, becauſe I ſay, the Nation EX- 
PECTS the Conditions to be complied with; he 
is a very loyal Man, who ſays, the Nation does 
not EXPECT it; but this wary Politician, the 
Examiner, ſays, There are Dangers to be expeft- 
ed from other Powers in the World, as well as 
France; he obſerves the Whigs forward io give 
up our Trading-Intereſt to the Dutch, in order to 
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make Friends with them in their other nameleſs De- 


frens againſt the Miniſtry. 


What has been already ſaid to Monſieur 
Tugghe, concerning the Advantages the Dutch 
may reap from the Demolition, is alſo an An- 
ſwer to the Examiner: All reaſonable Men 


know, that the Dutch can reap no Advantage, 


but what muſt flow from their Induſtry, and our 
Negligence; but the power of France cannot on- 


ly rival us in Trade, hut alſo when the King 


leaſes (which is mentioned as a thing poſſible, 
not probable) invade us again with the Preten- 
der, from the very ſame place whence he laſt ſet 
out to viſit us, when we have no Troops to de- 
fend us, no Allies to ſuccour us: When ] think 


of theſe things with Horror, from the Love I 


bear my Sovereign and my Country, they ſay I 
offend the Prerogative. Authors who write for 
the Prerogative, if they acted like men of Ho- 
nour, ſhould be alarm'd at the improper Appli- 
cation of it by a Miniſtry, as much as by any 0- 
ther Acts of their Fellow-ſubjects. 8 
It is the Prerogative of the Crown to create 
Peers of England; but if in the midſt of a Que- 
ſtion in the Legiſlature, half a dozen new ones 
ſhould march in, and by their Votes turn a Point, 
upon which our All might depend, would the 
Honour and Prerogative of the Crown be equal- 


ly conſulted at that inſtant ? 


It is the Prerogative of the Crown to make 
Peace and War; ſhall the Crown therefore lay 


down its conquering Arms, and deliver itſelf up 


to the Vanquiſh'd ? A Man is born with Free- 
Will; does it therefore follow, that it is lawful 
to kill himſelf ! 


It 
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It is the Prerogative of the Crown to make 
Alliances, and act in Conjunction with their 
Allies; ſhall therefore its Armies march with 
them, in Confidence and Friendſhip, till they 
come to front the Enemy, and then face about, 
and leave them in the Day, in the moment of 
Diſtreſs? | 
But it is a Folly to put Caſes, which I hope 
will never happen among us; for if they ſhould, 
the perſons who ſhould tranſact any thing like any 
ſuch things as I have now mentioned, would be 
fo far from conſidering the Honour of the Prince 
that they would diminiſh and blaſt it; and be ſo 
far from being a Support to, that they would be 
a Rent Charge upon the Prerogative. | 

The true Meaning and Uſe of the Preroga- 
tive, 1s to be interpreted and underſtood by the 
Rules of the joint Welfare and Happineſs of 
Prince and People; and all great Genius's in 

Buſineſs, in all Nations and in all Ages, have 
apply'd it in this manner. 0 

But from the Examples of all Nations, who 
have loſt their Liberty, we ſee that when, for 
the Sins of a Nation, Men of poor and narrow 
Conception, Self- intereſted, and without Bene- 
volence to Mankind, have had the uſe of their 
Prince's Favour and Prerogative, they think only 
what they may do, not what they ought to do. 

All that I have at preſent to complain of, is, 
that the Defence of my Queen and Country, 
and of the moſt valuable part of our Trade, is 
treated as an Offence againſt the Honour and 
Prerogative of the Crown: I am heartily oy 
to hear the word Prerogative introduced with 
fo much Pomp againſt ſo inconſiderable a Man 
as my ſelf, or, in the Examiner's words, again#t 
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Jo. contemptible a Wretch. If this word Prero- 
gative comes to be uſed to frighten Men from 
ſpeaking what they lawfully may upon publick 
—— Waka it may come to paſs hereafter, 
that it may be a Refuge to indiſcreet Miniſters, 
and they may in time to come protect their Miſ- 
carriages under that aweful Word. 

It would follow, that whatever ſhould be pain - 
ful or diſagreeable to the People, would be im- 
puted to the Prince; whatever ſhould be plea- 


ſing, would be attributed to the Miniſtry. Mi- 


niſters would not fail to cover their Follies, 
or Iniquities, under the ſhelter of the Prerogative. 
What was urged concerning Dunkirk, in the Let- 
ter to the Guardian, was apparently and profeſſed- 
ly laid before the Miniſtry, that they might not 
be unmindful of what the Britiſh Nation expect 
from them. I ſay again, and again, if once Men 
are ſo intimidated as not to dare to offer their 
Thoughts upon publick Affairs, without incurring 
the Imputation of offending againſt the Preroga- 
tive of their Prince; that Prince, whatever Ad- 
vantage his Miniſters might make of his Preroga- 
tive, would himſelf ſoon have no Prerogative, 
but that of being deceived. As for my part, I 
have that ſincere and faithful Duty to Her Ma- 
jeſty, that I will never fear to attempt any thing 


that 1 am able for her Service, however her Fa- 


vour may be intercepted from me. The Examiner 
accuſes me of Ingratitude, as being actually un- 
der Salary, when I writ the Letter to the Cuar- 
dian; but he is miſtaken in that particular, for I 
had reſigned not only my Office in the Stamp 
Duties, but alſo my Penſion as Servant to his 
late Royal Highneſs, which her Majeſty hath been 
_ graciouſly pleaſed to continue to the whole Fami- 
4 of that Excellent Prince; I diveſted ure 
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of all that I was ſo happy to enjoy by Her Ma- 
jeſty's Goodneſs and Favour, before I would pre- 
ſume to write any thing, which was ſo appa- 
rently an Advertiſement to thoſe employ'd in her 
ſervice. 

| have thrown away all expectations of Pre- 
ferment for the Happineſs of ſerving in Parlia- 
ment, and for the Hopes of having a Vote in 
the Legiſlature, in the preſent great Criſis of 
Affairs: As long as I enjoy this Station (from 
which the Examiner takes the Liberty to ſug- 
geſt I ſhall be expelled ) I ſhall follow no Lea- 
der or Leaders, but Act, that is to ſay, Vote, 
according to the dictates of my Conſcience, in 
the publick Service, But I have ſaid, The 
Britiſh Nation Expect: what is there in tha: 
of Inſolence and Ingratitude to a Queen and 
a Benefactreſs? nay, what is there in it more 
or leſs, the premiſſes in my Letter being con- 
ſidered, than the Duty of a faithful and a grate- 
ful Subject? ſome of the Queen's immediate 
Servants are told by their Fellow- Subject, that 
it lies upon all that have the Honour to be in 
the Miniſtry to haſten the Demolition, for the 
ſake of the Queen, and all her faithful Sub- 
jects. What, are Majeſty and Miniſtry con- 
ſolidated, and, muſt the people of Great Bri- 
tain make no diſtinction between the one and 
the other? we very well know the Difference, 
Sir, and humbly conceive, that it a whole 
Miniſtry were impeached and condemned by 
the people of Great Britain in Parliament, for 
any notorious Neglect of Duty, or Breach of 
Truſt, the Prince could not ſuffer by it. But 


' ſuch is the Hardineſs of theſe ſort of Writers, 


that the Honour, the Intereſt, nay, the _ 
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ſon and Prerogative of the Sovereign, is com? 
municated to, and confounded with the Mini- 
ſtry; and thoſe that by Law are accountable 
for all wrongs done to the Publick, muſt be 
ſcreened and protected under the ſacred and 
incommunicable Character and Attributes of 
one, that by Law can do no Wrong. But 
for Argument ſake, I will ſuppoſe thoſe Words, 
The Britiſh Nation Expect the immediate Demo- 
lition of Dunkirk, were addreſſed immediately 
to the Queen : with what Propriety or Honeſty 
of ſpeaking, can a Man who utters them be 
called Infolent or Ingrate? he ſees and appre- 
hends with his own Eyes and Underſtanding, 
the imminent Danger that attends the Delay 
of the Demolition of Dunkirk ; which perhaps 
others, whoſe greater Concern it is, do not: 
and the thing not being done, by the Care 
of thoſe under whoſe immediate Direction it 
is, but overlooked, (for ſuffering, without A- 
nimadverſion upon it, Tuggbhe's Memorial pub- 
liſhed in Print, is that or worſe) after all 
the Obſtacles that could have prevented it on 
the part France, as Her Majeſty has been 
pleaſed to tell her People, have been remov- 
ed; an honeſt, tho* a mean Man, gives Her 
Majefty to underſtand, in the beſt Method he 
can take, and from. the ſincerity of a grate- 
ful Heart, that the Britiſh Nation Expects the 
immediate Demolition of Dunkirk ; and the Rea- 
ſons he gives for ſuch Expectations are no leſs 
cogent, than the Preſervation of Her ſacred 
Perſon, Her Crown and Dignity, and the ſafe- 
ty and welfare of the People committed to 
her Charge. He conſiders the Queen, in this 
Caſe, as the Head of the Conſtitution of his 
Country: he conſiders himſelf, as a —_— 
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of the Community repreſented in Parliament, 
whether one of the Repreſentative Body, or 
no: he knows Britons, by their Birth-Right, are 
a part of the Legiſlature, and knows too, that 
the executive Power is a Prerogative or Pecu- 
liar veſted in the Head of the Conſtitution, for 
the Good of the whole; that it attends the 
Crown, Honour and Dignity, and not the Will 
and Pleaſure, or, it may be, Paſſion of the 
Prince; and as an Evidence of it, is Immortal, 
and ceaſes not, when the perſons of our Prin- 
ces are gathered to their Fathers: he knows 
too that all Treaties are made, and War and 
Peace entred into, for the common Good: and 
in an Inſtance, reſpecting the preſent Exi- 
gence, which he apprehends to be abſolutely 
neceſſary for that End, with a zealous and 
honeſt Mind, and the warmeſt Concern for the 
fatal Conſequences that may enſue the Defect 
of it, tells the Mother of his Country, hat 
the Britiſh Nation Expects the immediate Demo- 
lition of Dunkirk: Expects it, from the Duty 
they owe their Queen! from their Care of the 
Preſervation of Her ſacred Life, Her Crown 
and Dignity ! from the Honour and Juſtice of 
Her Adminiſtration! from the Integrity of 
Her Councils! from the glorious Advantages 
of Her Arms! from the Faith and Sincerity 
of Her Treaties! from the Veneration and Re- 
gard due to Her from his moſt Chriſtian Ma- 
jeſty, and from the Duty they owe themſelves 
and their Poſlerity! and is this Inſolence and 
Ingratitude ? | 

My Adverfaries are ſo unjuſt, as they will 
not take the leaſt Notice of what led me into 
the neceſſity of writing my Letter to the Guar- 
dian. They know if they ſtated it honeſtly 


they 
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they muſt acknowledge, that inſtead of what they 
call me, I was a faithful ſervant to the Queen, 
and an honeſt Fellow-ſubje&t to the Miniſtry. 
My Lord Bolingbroke tells the Sieur Tugghe, as a 
Secretary of State, from the Queen, That his 
Requeſt cannot be complied with: the Sieur 
prints a Memorial, which is no other than an 
Appeal to all the weak people in England, againſt 
Her ſeverity. Nay, if the Tranſlator has done 
him Juſtice, he has us'd the very Word ſevere. 
This I take for the utmoſt Inſult againſt the 
Queen, and her Miniſtry; and inſtead of allow: 
ing my Zeal, I am publickly bereft of the Pro- 
tection the Miniſtry ſhould afford me, and all 
honeſt men, in the performance of their Duty; 
and Partiſans, who pretend to write for them, 
uſe me accordingly. I am not to be born with, 
even when I am for them : But I deſerve well of 
them in this Queſtion about Tygghe, or elſe they 
are not ſo angry, as I am, at what Tugghe has 
done againſt their Queen. | 

Good God! does this Creature, this Tug ghe, 
come out of His Country, who writ that pious 
Letter to the Biſhop of Paris, wherein Leavings 
of Fear made His moſt Chriſtian Majeſty forget 
his Politicks, and (as if he had ſeen an Hand of 
Providence was in it, to his Favour, and our 
Misfortune) acknowledge he owed his very 
Kingdom to the Suſpenſion of the Engliſh Arms ? 
Does this very Potentate leave to the Bur- 
ghers of Dunkirk to ſend- ſome Body to treat 
about abating an Article of a Treaty, with 
the Glorious and Puiſſant Queen of Great 
Britain ! 
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Tell it not in Gath, nor publiſh it in the Streets 
of Aſhkelon! | 
We know not what is the Equivalent for 
Dunkirk, but according to the Circumſtances 
of France, before the Suſpenſion of the Engli/þ 
Arms, under the gallant Duke of Ormond (who 
would certainly have done his Duty) the French 
King has owned that the Equivalent might 
have been Paris. 

When ſuch was our Caſe, and ſuch is our 
Caſe, ſome Men lately preferred, and grown 
too Delicate, would have Men of liberal Edu- 
cation, that know the World as well as them- 
ſelves, afraid, for fear of offending them in 
their new Clothes, to ſpeak when they think 
their Queen and Country is ill treated 

While I am upon this Subject, I am glad to 
obſerve, that there are others who take up the 
ſame Argument; and my Servant has juſt now 
brought me a printed half Sheet, Entitled, 4A 
Leiter to the Guardian, about Dunkirk, with 
a great deal of very apt Raillery, upon the Mad- 
neſs of the Times, he pleaſantly imagines our 
Language is altered of late Years; particular- 
ly in the words Good, Safe, Honourable, Ad- 


vantageous, England, France, Trade, Commerce. 


He makes the Examiner the Mint-Maſter for 
the New Tongue, and then proceeds in a 
more ſerious and cloſe manner, to argue on 


the ſide of the Engliſh Tory's Letter, He 
ſpeaks of the Examiner in theſe words : 


Nor are his new Politicts any better than 


his new Language; he tell us, that the keeping 
Dunkirk undemoliſped in our Hands, is our 


Security againſt all the Princes concerned 
beſides France; i. e. againſt the Confederates, 
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as well as againſt France, It may be a Se- 
curity againſt the Confederates, but while it 
is ſo, it cannot be a Security againſt France. 
France can neither apprehend, nor feel an 
Miſchief from it, whilſt it 1s a Bridle again 
the Confederates. The Reaſon is plain, France 
has it in its power to Demoliſh it when it 
will. The IXth Article ſays, France is to 
Demoliſh it in ſo many Months time; thoſe 
Months are expired, and therefore France 
can Demoliſh it when it will: And when- 
ever France apprehends any Danger from Dun- 
kirk undemoliſbed, it will demoliſh it imme- 
diately. *Tis therefore plainly for the Good 
and Intereſt of France, that Dunkirk is unde- 
moliſhed. What, do we think we have made 
a Tool of France? 


Upon the whole Matter, if there were no 


other Reaſon, Argument, or Motive in the 


World for the Demolition of Dunkirk, but the 


Content and Eaſineſs of France in ſeeing 1t not 
demoliſhed, it were ſufficient to move an honeſt 
Engliſhman to hope, and wiſh, and pray, that 
it might be immediately demoliſhed ; and that 
ſome other Bridle might be found out to keep 
in the Confederates, than that which 1s in the 
French Dominions, and may, whenever France 
pleaſes, (let us talk what we will) be in the 
French Hands. What if Dunkirk ſhould be 
beſieged, can the poor Britiſh Garriſon defend 
it? Shall we raiſe an Army to recover it? 
Dunkirk undemoliſbed may be loſt, taken, be- 
tray*d, and got again into the Hands of France. 
Dunkirk demoliſhed is a Fiſher-Town again, and 
can do harm. 


This 
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This Gentleman argues France has a power, 
but I ſay, what is more with all honeſt men, 
France has a Right to demoliſh it; and who ſhall 
reſiſt it, when the Great King of France has both 
Power and Right to demoliſh it; But, alas! who 
knows how long it will be in His Majeſty's Will 
to do it? 

I cannot forbear wiſhing he had depoſited the 
Money in our Hands, before our Suſpenſion of 
Arms, for the Demolition. I could name pro- 
per perſons, that would have been gladly em- 
ployed in that Work, and ſome of them are beg- 
ging in our Streets. | 

The King at that time was low enough, if 
England had ſtood out, to have granted that 
Demand; but it is an human weakneſs not to 

reſerve ſo lively a Senſe of a paſt Benefit, as 
we had at the Inſtant of receiving it. It was 
thought an hard Article to defire him to de- 
throne his Grandſon, tho* he had ſent him to 
take, what we then believed, another Man's 
Country: Suppoſe he ſhould, tho* he has put 
it into other People's Poſſeſſion, at laſt take 
Compaſſion of his own Town? 

It has coſt, ro put it in its preſent Conditi- 
on, above ſix Millions; and it would go to a 
man's Heart to part with what coſt ſo dear: But 
he is bound by Treaty, and he muſt do it, if he 
pleaſes. 

But as-there is this Letter publiſhed on my 
| fide, there is another Pamphlet come out on 
the Examiner's It is intituled, REASONS. con- 
concerning the immediate Demoliſhing of Dunkirk, 
being a ſerious Enquiry into the State and Con- 
dition of that Affair. I like this man better 


than any of the reſt, for he does not give * 
il 
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il Language, *till he gives his Reaſons why I 


_ deſerve it. He talks very Kindly thus in the 
' fourteenth Page: 


We can hardly expreſs how much we are 


© beholden in this Matter to the worthy Mr. 
Steele, the Publiſher of the Guardian, No. 
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128, I will not be ſo unjuſt to him, as to 
call him the Author: who has effectually 
ſet us right in this Matter, and has reſcued 
the Town and Harbour of Dunkirk from the 
depreciatmg Arts of our Party-Men; who 
it was to be feared, would have brought it 
at laſt ſo low that we might have been made 
believe, the King of France, if we ſhould of- 
fer to give it him again, would not accept of 
it. | 

But the Guardian has taken the Courage 
to do Juſtice to the Dunkirkers, and of Con- 
ſequence to the Miniſtry, in ſecuring ſuch 
a Place in the Poſſeſſion of the Queen; for 


he has told us expreſsly, that to take Dunkirk 


from the French, is removing France two 


or three hundred Miles from us; that they 


have not any Port where they can fit out a- 
ny Fleet 'till they come to Breſt; that it is 
of the laſt Conſequence to Britain, that it 
ſhould no more be in the French Power; 
that the Injury we have received from them 
is Ineſtimable. His words follow: 
« That coben Dunkirk is demoliſhed, the 
Power of France, on that fide, ſhould it ever 
be turned againſt us, will be removed ſeveral 
hundred Miles further off of Great Britain than 
it i5 at preſent. Vide Guardian, No.128. 
* As this is an undoubted Teſtimony even 
to the Zeal of the Miniſtry, in taking _ 
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of the preſent Conjuncture, to get that impor- 
tant Fortreſs into our Hands, and is the greateſt 
and moſt juſt Panegyrick which Mr. Steele ever 
made upon any great Action in the World; 
and which, no doubt, he did in Honour to the 
Queen, and the preſent Government; and that 
the ſaid Mr. Steele has gained the juſt Appro- 
bation of all Her Majeſty's good Subjects for 
ſo doing: ſo it is a fair Confutation of all thoſe 
weak chings which had been advanced by a Par- 
ty among us, in prejudice of the late Negotia- 
tions: But above all, that it is an unanſwerable 
Argument againſt our too ſoon parting with, 
or too haſtily demoliſhing, this important Place, 
which is of ſuch Conſequence to the Nation; 
and I cannot doubt, but Mr. Steele did it that 
Juſtice with this intent. For it is impoſſible a 
Man of his Penetration, and of his exquiſite 
© Politicks, could argue—— He grows in Jeſt 
here at laſt, for he knows as well as I do, that I 
am no great Politician ;z and I know what he is, 
perhaps, a little better than he thinks. But I 
{hall treat him as the Man whom I ſuppoſe him 
to be, tho' he has not me, as the Man he knows 
me to be. This Author you ſee, allows me 
(tho' he did not think it was in me) to have done 
a laudable thing towards the Miniſtry, in my Re- 
preſentation of the great Service the Demolition 
of Dunkirk would be: but his Anger againſt me is 
raiſed for the Point of Time; Why muſt the De- 
molition be immediate? My Reaſans are as fol - 


low 


Firſt, We have no Right to keep it, but in 
order to the Demolition of it. 
Secondly, The Time was lapſed, within which 
it was to be demoliſhed, 
D But 
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But why did I ſay the Britiſb Nation expect it 
ſhould be immediately demolithed, when the Bri- 
ti/þ Parliament had granted Money to ſubſiſt the Gar- 
riſon of Dunkirk till next Chriſtmas. | 

This is no Argument that the Britiſb Parlia- 
ment did not expect the immediate Demolition; 
but it is indeed an Argument that the Parliament 


had a good Confidence in the Miniſtry, and were 


unwilling to diftreſs them : For if the Demoliti- 
on had began the Day after the Parliament roſe, 
it might honeſtly have been retarded by ſtreſs of 


Weather, and other Accidents, till a New Par- 


lament ſhould fit at Chriſtmas; and if all things 
ſhould have favoured, and the Demohtion had 
been now perfected, my Lord High Treaſurer 
would ſtand chargeable to the Nation with the 
Money for the Garriſon to Chriſtmas. 

As for what he ſays about our Allies, and 
ſomething to be expected from them, I cannot 
comprehend what he means; but whatever he 
means, and however juſt Demands we may have 
upon them, his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty will not 


think it any Reaſon for delaying the Demolition 


of a Town in his Dominions, in the Hands of 

another Prince, for Reaſons of State to that 

Prince, and not to his French Majeſty himſelf. 
Really this way of arguing is treating us like 


Children; and as for the Allies, God be their 


ſupport, and grant we may all cement again in 
the Day of Diſtreſs. I think all the reſt of the 
Book conſiſts only of Invectives upon poor Me, 


as guilty of Inſolence, Falſhood, Sedition, and 
Abſurdity; which is written well enough, and 


would be pretty entertainment in an ill-natured 
man ; but I did not think it bore a ſecond Rea- 
ding. | EPs 
| I hope 
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I hope I have fully anſwered all Objections 
made by my Adverſaries againſt the Zngli/h 
Tory's Letter to the Guardian : but now Mr. 
Bailiff), as there have been very unjuſt Repre- 
ſentations given of me, in your Town, as that 
a man of ſo ſmall a Fortune as I am muſt. 
have ſecret Views or Supports, which could 
move him to leave his Imployments, and loſe 
a croud of Well-Wiſhers, to ſubject himſelf, 
as he muſt know he has, not only to the Diſ- 
eſteem, but alſo the Scorn and Hatred of ver 
many, who, before he intermeddled with the 
publick, had a partiality towards him: I anſwer, 
that I indeed have particular Views, and tho? I 
may be ridiculous for ſaying it, I hope I am ani- 
mated in my Conduct, by a Grace which is as 
little practiſed as underſtood, and that is Chari- 
ty. It is the Happineſs and Comfort of all men, 
who have a Regard to their Fellow-Creatures, 
and deſire their Good-will upon a proper Foun- 
dation, that every thing which is truly laudable, 
Ys what every man living may attain. The great- 
eſt merit is in having ſocial Virtues, ſuch as Ju- 
ſtice and Truth exalted with Benevolence to 
mankind. Great Qualifications are not Praiſes 
to the Poſſeſſor, but from the Application of 
them; and all that is juſtly commendable a- 
mong men, 1s to love and ſerve them as much as 
it is in your Power, with a Contempt of all Ad- 
vantages to yourſelf (above the Conveniencies 
of Life) but as they tend to the ſervice of the 
Publick. He who has warmed his Heart with 
Impreſſions of this kind, will find Glowings of 
Good-Will, which will ſupport him in the ſer- 
vice of his Country, againſt all the Calumny, 
Reproach, and 3 that can be thrown up- 
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on him. He is but a poor Creature who can- 
not bear being odious in the ſervice of Virtue. 
Riches and Honours can adminiſter to the Heart 
no Pleaſure, like what an honeſt Man feels 
when he is contending for the Intereſts of his 
Country, and the Civil Rights of his Fellow- 
Subjects, without which the Being of Man grows 
Brute, and he can never under 1t give to Hea- 


ven that Worſhip which is called a reaſonable 


Sacrifice, nor ſupport towards his Fellow Crea- 
tures that worthy Diſpoſition, which we call 
diſintereſted Friendſhip. The higheſt Pleaſure of 
the human Soul conſiſts in this Charity, and 
there is no way of making it ſo diffuſive, as by 
contending for Liberty. | | 

As to laying aſide the common Views, by 
which the miſtaken World are actuated, a man 
of liberal Education can eaſily ſurmount thoſe 
low Conſiderations; and when he conſiders him- 


ſelf, from the moment he was born into this 


World, an immortal, tho' a changeable Being, 
he will form his Intereſts and Proſpects accord- 
ingly, and not make proviſion for Eternity 
with periſhable things, When a man has deep- 
ly planted ſuch a Sentiment as this for the Rule 
of his Conduct, the purſuits of Avarice and 
Ambition will become as contemptible as the 
ſports of Children; and there can be no Ho- 
nours, no Riches, no Pleaſures Jaid in his way, 
which can poſſibly come in Competition with 
the Satisfactions of an enlarged and publick 
Spirit. | 

From this moment therefore I ſhall go on with 
as much Vigour and Chearfulneſs as I am able, 
to do all that is in my power, without the leaſt. 
Partiality to Perſons or Parties, to remove the 

Prejudices 
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Prejudices which Engliſpman has againſt Engliſb- 


man, and reconcile wounded Brethren, ſo far 
as to behold each others Actions, with an In- 
clination to approve them. 

The Man who will reduce himſelf to this Tem- 

er, will eaſily perceive how far his Affections 
| #964 been wrought upon and abuſed, from an 
Oppoſition to particular men, to ſacrifice the 
Intereſts of his Country itſelf. 

The proſtituted Pens which are employed in 

a quite contrary Service, will be very ready to 
entertain a Pretender to ſuch Reformations, with 
a Recital of his own Faults and Infirmities ; but 
Jam very well prepared for ſuch Uſage, and 
give up myſelf to all nameleſs Authors, to be 
treated juſt as their Mirth or their Malice di- 
rects them. 
It is the Diſgrace of Literature, that there are 
ſuch Inſtruments; and to good Government, that 
they are ſuffer'd : but this Miſchief is gone ſo far 
in our Age, that the Pamphleteers do not only 


attack thoſe whom they believe in general diſ- 


affected to their own Principles, but even ſuch 
as they believe their Friends, provided they do 
not act with as ſincere a Prejudice as themſelves. 
Upon the leaſt Deviation from an implicit Ha- 
tred to the oppoſite Party, the? in a Caſe which 
in the neareſt Concern affects their Country, all 
their good Qualities are turned to Ridicule; and 
every thing which before was valued in them, 
is become contemptible. Thus in one of the 
Papers I fend you, a Gentleman, who has di- 


ſtinguiſhed himſelf by a becoming Veneration, 


in the Houſe of Commons, for the Aſſembly, and 
has ever delivered himſelf with a Regard to his 
own Dignity, and that of the Place he was in 3 

1s 
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is repreſented frivolouſly as a Declaimer: and 
a Noble Lord, who is conſpicuouſly adorned 
with the knowledge of Letters, and is eminent 
for a lively ſprightly Eloquence, rectified by 
Learning, is declared a Companion fit only 
for pert Novices and Sophiſters. And what is 

ſtill more monſtrous than all, a third Man of 
Quality, for the like Offence, is told in this 
nice Age of proportioning Rewards to Merit and 
Service, that he has as much as he deſerves. 

But it is to be hoped, Englihmen will at laſt 
conſider, and that the Miniſtry will ſee Dunkirk 
effectually Demoliſhed, 

It is as frivoulous as unjuſt, to hope to ſtop 
our Mouths, when we are concerned for ſo great 


a Point as the Buſineſs of Dunkirk, by mention 


of the Prerogative, and urging our Safety in our 
Good and Gracious Queen. | 

By Her great Example, Religion, Piety, and 
all other Publick and Domeſtick Virtues, are 
kept in Countenance in a very looſe and profli- 
gate Age; all the Hours of her precious Life, 
which God long preſerve, are divided between 
the Exerciſes of Devotion, and taking Minutes 
of the Sublime Affairs of Her Government. 
| Beſides which, Her Majeſty has manifeſted 
Her ſelf the moſt affectionate. Wife, the moſt 
conſtant Friend, the moſt tender Mother, and 
has filied every Duty with a Virtue as ſuperiour 
to the reſt of the World, as is Her High Con- 
dition: But I ſhall leave what I have to ſay on 
this Topick, to the Time when the Conſequence 
of it will be inſignificate to me, but which 1 
hope will do Her Honour, that is, Juſtice, when 
I am no more, and the Remains of Her Sacred 


Perſon are as common Duſt as mine. 
But 
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But as this bright Example is in the Perſon of 
a Lady, it cannot be ſuppoſed that the general 
Senſe of a People, the Sub- diviſions of Affection 
and Intereſt among Great Men (to be learned on- 
ly by Converſation with them, even in their un- 
guarded Leiſure) can appear to Her but from the 
Information of ſuch as have the Happineſs and 
Honour to lay them before Her. Her Majeſty 
is therefore more particularly neceſſitated to rely 
upon the Intelligence of Her Miniſtry, and from 


that very Reaſon their Fellow- Subjects may be 


the more ſollicitous for what paſſes beyond the 
ordinary Rules of Government. Thus all which 
tney offer for our Security and implicite Reliance 
upon what is tranſacted by the Court of England, 


to wit, Her Majeſty's Care and Goodneſs, are 


Arguments for exerting both our Zeal and our 
Gratitude; that at any time Artful Men may 
not take Advantage of the Security we have in 
Her Virtue, to =, ap too much the Power of 
any Foreign Prince whatſoever, eſpecially that 
of the moſt Warlike Potentate in Europe. . 

I cannot leave this Subject, without being ſtill 


anxious, with relation to the Diſreſpect they ac- 


cuſe me of to my Royal Miſtreſs. All that can 
be wreſted to my Diſadvantage, is, That the 
Queen is concern'd when any thing is to be im- 
puted to Her Servants; Bur I deny that, and 

erſiſt in it, that it is no manner of Dimunition 
of the Wiſdom of a Prince, that he is obliged 
to act by the Information of others. 

If I might make an abrupt Digreſſion from 
great Things to ſmall, I ſhould on this Occaſion 
mention a little Circumſtance which happen'd to 
the late King William. He had a French Man 
who took care of the Gun-Dogs, whoſe Buſineſs 


it 
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it was alſo to charge and deliver the Piece to the 
King. This Miniſter forgot to bring out Shot 
into the Field, but did not think fit to let ſo paſ- 
ſionate a Man and eager a Sportſman as the 
King know his Offence, but gave his Majeſty the 
Gun loaded only with Powder. When the King 
miſs'd his Aim, this impudent Cur ſtood Chat- 
tering, Admiring, Commending the King's Skill 
in Shooting, and holding up his Hands, he had 
never ſeen Sa Majeſts miſs before in his whole 
Life. This Circumſtance was no manner of Ar- 
om to thoſe (who afterwards found out the 

ellow's Iniquity) againſt the King's Reputa- 
tion for a Quick Eye, and Shooting very finely, 
: 5 with Reſpect to the Borough, and Your 
ell, Z 


SIR, 
four von Humble | 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 


RICHARD STEELE, 


